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misclassification bias. For instance, organized crime gangs, although distinct
from youth street gangs are included in
some but not all definitions of gang homicide. In addition, some agencies report according to a gang member—based
definition (i.e., homicides involving a
gang member) whereas others report according to a gang motive—based definition(i.e.,thehomicidefurtherthegoals
of a gang).7
In conclusion, gang homicides are
uniqueviolenteventsthatrequireprevention strategies aimed specifically at gang
processes. Preventing gang joining and
increasing youths’ capacity to resolve
conflict nonviolently might reduce gang
homicides.8 Rigorous evaluation of gang
violence prevention programs is limited;
however, many promising programs exist.9 In terms of primary prevention, the
PreventionTreatmentProgram,whichincludeschildtraininginprosocialskillsand
self-control,hasshownreductionsingang
affiliation among youths aged 15 years.10
Secondary prevention programs that intervene when youths have been injured
by gang violence, such as hospital emergencydepartmentinterventionprograms,
might interrupt the retaliatory nature of
gang violence and promote youths leaving gangs. Finally, promising tertiary prevention programs for gang-involved
youthsmightincludeevidence-basedprograms for delinquent youths that provide
family therapy to increase the youths’ capacity to resolve conflict.
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*Seven states joined in 2003 (Alaska, Maryland, Massachusetts, New Jersey, Oregon, South Carolina, and Virginia); six states joined in 2004 (Colorado, Georgia, North
Carolina, Oklahoma, Rhode Island, and Wisconsin), and
four states joined in 2005 (California, Kentucky, New
Mexico, and Utah). Five California counties are included
in NVDRS. The three counties in northern California began data collection in 2004. The two counties in southern California began data collection in 2005.
†Homicides deemed to have been precipitated by gang
rivalry and activity were identified based on variables
captured in NVDRS or variables captured in SHRs, a data
source for NVDRS. The relevant variables for NVDRS
include “gang activity” or “gang rivalry” listed as a preceding circumstance. The relevant preceding circumstance variable in SHRs included “juvenile gang killing” and “gangland killing.” Whereas standard NVDRS
and SHR variables were used to capture cases, these variables are largely determined by the law enforcement narratives, and law enforcement agencies might have different criteria for listing gang activity on a report.
‡NYGS instructs respondents to provide the number
of gang-related homicides recorded (not estimated)
by each law enforcement agency and to use the following definition for a youth gang: “a group of youths
or young adults in your jurisdiction that you or other
responsible persons in your agency or community are
willing to identify as a gang.” This definition excludes motorcycle gangs, hate or ideology groups,
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