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JAMA Dermatology—The Year in Review, 2021
Kanade Shinkai, MD, PhD

In the face of uncertainty and an ever-evolving global pan-
demic, JAMA Dermatology continued to thrive in 2021. Al-
though manuscript submissions subsided from the surge of

COVID-19–related submis-
sions in 2020, the journal re-
ceived 2903 article submis-
sions in 2021 (Table 1- 7).

Approximately 45% (1304 of 2903 submissions) were re-
search articles, similar to the prior year. Nine percent of sub-
missions overall and 10% of research articles were accepted,
continuing a trend of reduced acceptance rates in recent years.
With ongoing commitment to publishing excellence and pro-
cess improvement, the journal continued its goal of reducing
the time to publication, shortening the median days of accep-
tance to publication to 57 days (a reduction of 18 days over the
past 2 years) while offering timely editorial decisions, includ-
ing maintaining its median receipt to rejection time of 5 days
and median receipt to first decision with peer review of 42 days.
The editorial leadership team continued to strive to find ways
to improve the authors’ experience to ensure authors the fast-
est and best publication of their work. The journal’s impact fac-
tor increased to 10.3. It was energizing to note that many of
the top dermatology journals achieved unprecedented im-
pact factors in the double digits this year, which suggests en-
hanced exchange of key information about dermatologic pa-
tient care and science. This is a good sign for the health of the
specialty’s literature. Dramatic fluctuations to the impact fac-
tors of some of the top dermatology journals will likely occur
in the year ahead as COVID-19 skin-related publications will
be considered in the calculation of next year’s metrics.

The journal sustained its digital reach, with more than 4.7
million article views and downloads in the past year, and con-
tinued to expand its connections with now more than 59 000
followers on social media channels, including Twitter, Face-
book, and Instagram. Three JAMA Dermatology articles1,4,5

were among the top-scoring Altmetric (measure of news and
social media attention) dermatology publications in 2021, in-
cluding 2 articles related to skin associations with COVID-19
vaccination. In “Association of Facial Pustular Neutrophilic
Eruption With Messenger RNA-1273 SARS-CoV-2 Vaccine,”4

Merrill and colleagues described 2 patients with a striking

neutrophilic facial dermatosis following COVID-19 vaccina-
tion. This study expands the broad spectrum of mucocutane-
ous reaction patterns that have been reported in association
with COVID-19 infection and/or vaccination. Johnston et al1 re-
ported a case series of delayed localized hypersensitivity re-
actions to the messenger RNA SARS-CoV-2 vaccine. Impor-
tantly, these reactions were not associated with severe systemic
reactions to the vaccine nor are a contraindication to vaccina-
tion. Another publication that was the second highest-
viewed article in the journal over the past year estimated the
very low frequency of cutaneous reactions after messenger
RNA COVID-19 vaccination in a study population of hospital
employees at a single academic institution.2

A third article achieving a high Altmetric score reported
results of the MEL-SELF randomized clinical trial, which ex-
amined patient-led (and smartphone-assisted) skin self-
examinations and dermoscopy vs clinician-led routine sur-
veillance for melanoma.5 The results of this pilot study indicate
that patient-led surveillance after treatment of localized mela-
noma may be safe, feasible, and acceptable to patients, pro-
viding key foundational evidence in support of larger studies
needed to inform melanoma surveillance guidelines. Several
additional JAMA Dermatology publications this year exam-
ined melanoma treatments, re-evaluated what outcomes
should be the priority for melanoma research, and ques-
tioned central dogma, including the role of UV exposure in
melanoma pathogenesis in persons with skin of color.8

It is a journal priority to feature research that informs and
improves the clinical practice of dermatologists. Blauvelt et al3

reported findings from a clinical trial that the Janus kinase in-
hibitor upadacitinib demonstrated better efficacy and more
rapid disease clearance compared with dupilumab for the treat-
ment of adults with moderate-to-severe atopic dermatitis, an
important report that influences the landscape of available
atopic dermatitis treatments and was the third highest-viewed
article in the journal over the past year. Adding to the emerg-
ing data that there is a lack of causality between sun protection
and vitamin D deficiency, a population-based study of 3418 US
adults reported that sun-protective behaviors were not associ-
ated with diminished bone mineral density or increased preva-
lence of osteoporotic bone fractures.9 Qualitative research, a
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publication priority for JAMA Dermatology, described the lived
experiences of adult women with acne and their perspectives
on treatment.10 Another priority for the journal is to better un-
derstand the effect of climate change on human health, spe-
cifically skin disease. Fadadu et al11 reported results of a cross-
sectional study describing increased outpatient visits for atopic
dermatitis and itch in San Francisco following the 2018 Califor-
nia Camp Fire. Several articles offered key foundational knowl-
edge of skin disease in transgender individuals, including a co-
hort study by Thoreson et al12 elucidating the prevalence of acne

and androgenetic alopecia in patients receiving masculinizing
hormone therapy. Other articles met the journal priority of el-
evating standards for dermatology science. A proposed glos-
sary of morphologic terms describing specific lesions of
hidradenitis suppurativa will be an important step toward stan-
dardization of outcomes reporting for this disease in future clini-
cal studies.13 Daneshjou et al14 reported a scoping review of ar-
tificial intelligence data sets and algorithms in dermatology, a
valuable discussion that will guide the emerging field of der-
matology machine learning with a focus on improving trans-
parency and reducing bias.

An important event in the JAMA Network in 2021 was the
resignation of its Editor in Chief, Howard Bauchner, MD.15 This
event catalyzed ongoing self-evaluations within the net-
work. Members of the JAMA Dermatology team were en-
gaged in key conversations and initiatives to improve diver-
sity, equity, and inclusion within the network as well as in
medical publishing as a whole,16 including improved report-
ing of race and ethnicity in medical and scientific journals.17

The journal also engaged in its own self-reflections as a team
and of our work. Our ongoing commitments include a diverse
and inclusive team, a journal in which diverse voices may be
heard and skin conditions represented. We will continue to de-
fine and strive for the metrics that meet our journal missions
(ie, 46% of the Images in Dermatology section this past year
featured skin diseases in diverse skin types). In the upcoming
year, the journal will launch an editorial mentorship pilot fo-
cused on enhancing the representation of underrepresented
minority dermatologists in editorial leadership and also hire
an Editor of Diversity, Inclusion, and Equity to further de-
velop journal initiatives in partnership with the JAMA Deputy
Editor/Editorial Director of Equity.

In the past year, JAMA Dermatology welcomed a new
Associate Editor, John Barbieri, MD, MBA, who will also
serve as Evidence-based Practice Editor. The journal thanks
outgoing Associate Editor, Jeremy Etzkorn, MD, MS, and
CME Editor, Karolyn Wanat, MD, for their excellent service
to the journal. Sadly, the journal suffered a tremendous loss
on October 20, 2021—the tragic death of our editorial man-
ager, Constance “Connie” Murphy, to gun violence. Connie
was a cherished colleague who loved working with authors,
reviewers, and our editorial leadership team. She truly
believed in the mission of the journal and wanted the
experience—at all stages of submission and publication—to
be a positive one. She will be dearly missed. I am grateful to
the many readers and authors who reached out to our team
with condolences and especially to the members of the
JAMA Network who supported our team during a challeng-
ing time: Phil Fontanarosa, MD, MBA, Annette Flanagin, RN,
MA, Jacob Kendall-Taylor, Brenda Gregoline, John
McFadden, Daniel Lowden, Dawn Cortez, Josie Sheehy,
Colleen Bafoe, Sylvia Orellana, and Lupe Morales.

Finally, I wish to close this year’s annual review by ac-
knowledging this year of ongoing demands as dermatologists
seek personal and professional equipoise, or at least a new nor-
mal, in the face of an evolving COVID-19 global pandemic. I per-
sonally extend gratitude to the entire editorial team, all of the
authors and peer reviewers (who are listed elsewhere)18 who

Table. JAMA Dermatology Statistics for 2021

Characteristica Result
Manuscript data

All manuscripts received 2903

Research manuscripts receivedb 1304

Acceptance rate, %

Overall 9

Research 10

Receipt to first decision without peer review, median, d 5

Receipt to first decision with peer review, median, d 42

Peer reviewer turnaround, median, d 9

Acceptance to publication, median, d 57

Receipt to publication, median, d 145

2020 Journal impact factor 10.3

Information dissemination data

Recipients of electronic table of contents per week 56 632

Article views and downloads >4.7 million

News media mentions 4535

Social media followers >59 000

Top 3 articles by views/downloads

1. Johnston et al,1 Delayed Localized Hypersensitivity
Reactions to the Moderna COVID-19 Vaccine: A Case
Series

262 373

2. Robinson et al,2 Incidence of Cutaneous Reactions
After Messenger RNA COVID-19 Vaccines

82 064

3. Blauvelt et al,3 Efficacy and Safety of Upadacitinib vs
Dupilumab in Adults With Moderate-to-Severe Atopic
Dermatitis: A Randomized Clinical Trial

38 514

Top 3 articles by Altmetric score

1. Merrill et al,4 Association of Facial Pustular
Neutrophilic Eruption With Messenger RNA-1273
SARS-CoV-2 Vaccine

1211

2. Johnston et al,1 Delayed Localized Hypersensitivity
Reactions to the Moderna COVID-19 Vaccine: A Case
Series

919

3. Ackermann et al,5 Assessing the Potential for
Patient-led Surveillance After Treatment of Localized
Melanoma (MEL-SELF): A Pilot Randomized Clinical Trial

544

Top 3 articles by Web of Science citations

1. Hubiche et al,6 Clinical, Laboratory, and
Interferon-Alpha Response Characteristics of Patients
With Chilblain-like Lesions During the COVID-19
Pandemic

44

2. Johnston et al,1 Delayed Localized Hypersensitivity
Reactions to the Moderna COVID-19 Vaccine: A Case
Series

32

3. Young et al,7 Mucocutaneous Manifestations of
Multisystem Inflammatory Syndrome in Children During
the COVID-19 Pandemic

20

a Data based on all manuscripts submitted, including research, review and
education, opinion, and letters.

b Includes Original Investigations, Brief Reports, and Research Letters.
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contributed their time and expertise, and to our readers for their
sustained contributions to the journal and its educational mis-
sion. It is clear from the ongoing activities of the journal that
dermatologists remain committed to the intention to dis-

cover and provide the best expert care for patients. I hope that
these pursuits will continue in 2022 and that there will also
be the opportunity to reestablish connections among col-
leagues in person in the upcoming year.
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Melanoma Epidemiology—Pivoting to Low- and Middle-Income Countries
Mavis Obeng-Kusi, MPharm; Ivo Abraham, PhD

In 2012, the world population stood at 7.125 billion,1 and that
year, according to the GLOBOCAN 2012 database, 230 000
people were diagnosed as having cutaneous melanoma and

55 000 people died of the
disease.2 The results from
GLOBOCAN 2020 reported by
Arnold et al—most of whom

are scientists with the International Agency for Research on
Cancer (IACR)—in this issue of JAMA Dermatology3 are sober-
ing: an estimated 325 000 new cases and 57 000 deaths for a
world population that increased from 2012 by 9.4% to 7.795
billion.1 Between 2012 and 2020, the incidence of cutaneous
melanoma increased by a staggering 41.3%, while the mortal-
ity increased 3.6%. Using a cautious approach pegged to demo-
graphic projections, the study by Arnold et al3 also estimates
that in 2040, there will be 510 000 new cases and 96 000
deaths against a world population estimated to total 9.199

billion.1 Likely, in affluent regions of the world with high mela-
noma rates, the discordance between incidence and mortality—
observed or projected—may reflect more intense melanoma
surveillance and increased diagnostic scrutiny; that is, the
“combined effect of more screening skin examinations, fall-
ing clinical thresholds to biopsy pigment lesions, and falling
pathological thresholds to label the morphologic changes as
cancer.”4 There is indeed an emergent sentiment about over-
diagnosis of melanoma that should be considered when in-
terpreting melanoma statistics.5

One could challenge the accuracy and representativeness
of the GLOBOCAN data at the country, regional, and global lev-
els and, by extension, question if not discredit the validity of
the findings. Despite its stellar work on mapping the epide-
miology of cancer, the IACR is the first to advise caution “when
interpreting these estimates, given the limited quality and cov-
erage of cancer data . . ., particularly in low-income and middle-
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